
 
 

 
 

DAYS OF THE CYCLE THIS WEEK: 
Day 1, Day 2, Day 3, Day 4, Day 5 

 

 
THIS WEEK’S QUOTE 
This week is Teacher Appreciation Week. Every year I pour through quotes that might 
come close to encapsulating all that our teachers do for our children every day and have 
never have found one that does justice to the work of a teacher.   As most of you know, 
our teachers rise every day, often before dawn, selflessly working to create a classroom 
community where our children feel safe to be themselves, to ask questions, and to 
connect with others.  While teachers have to be experts in their content area, they do 
not teach content, but children.  They are skilled in creating opportunities for children 
to make meaning out of new concepts and engage in a way that leads to a growth not 
only in their intellect and schema, but in their self esteem and self-efficacy.  Teaching is 
in fact an art that requires intelligence, creativity, intuition, and yes, particularly at the 
middle school level, quite a sense of humor.   
 
Although today’s quote does not fully capture all that our teachers do, it reminds us, 
particularly at the middle school level, of obstacles teachers overcome every day to 
meet the needs of our adolescent children, who are often struggling to find their 
personal pathway to their potential.  Despite obstacles, teachers never quit. They just 
find a different route, explore a different method, or try a different strategy. Their 
actions are routed in the “power of yet”, with an understanding that if a child has not 
reached a benchmark, it is not that they never will, but that they have not “yet”.  
Teaching truly is the ultimate act of optimism, believing in our children and through 
this faith in their ability, infusing them with the confidence to achieve. 
 

Quote of the Week 
 

“Teaching is the greatest act of optimism.” 
---Colleen Wilcox 

 



Please join me in taking a moment to thank and honor our Day Middle School Faculty   
not just because this week is Teacher and Nurse’s Appreciation, but because they show 
up every day and not only educate, but care for, connect with and engage our children.  
I could not be more proud than to be the colleague and principal of a school community 
consisting of such kind, dedicated and skillful educators.   
 
This week, you can show your appreciation by sending an email to a Day 
faculty member who has made a difference in your child’s life or have 
your child write a short note of thanks. Any small token would mean the 
world to any member of our faculty. 
 
MCAS THIS WEEK 
MCAS resume at Day Middle School this week with the 6th grade math, Monday and 
Tuesday, 7th grade math, Wednesday and Thursday and 8th grade math on Friday and 
Monday. We ask that you support our efforts in the following ways from home: 

! Make sure your child attends school this week and arrives on time.  (If your child 
arrives too late he or she will be asked to make-up the test); 

! Make sure your child gets a good night sleep and has a healthy breakfast; 
! Please remind your child to bring an independent reading book to school. 

 
GENERATION CITIZEN 
Our 8th graders are engaged in the action research stage of their annual Generation 
Citizen Civic Engagement Projects. As such, many of them have requests from all of us 
in the school community in support of their research or action steps.  Your help and 
support is so greatly appreciated by our students and faculty. Also, don’t forget to save 
the date for our Newton Civics Night (see the information below), where are 8th graders 
will present their civic action projects.  Below are individual requests from Day 
students to help them in conducting their research and/or actions for their Generation 
Civics Projects. Thank you in advance for taking a moment to help: 
 
Project #1: Traffic Patterns 
Hello Day families.  We are students from the 8th grade Evergreen team - Kevin, Adam, 
Vassily, Gabe and Max.  For our Social Studies Generation Citizen project in Ms. Brennan's 
class, we are studying local traffic and advocating for ways to improve it.  Can you please offer 
your input on local traffic by completing our survey?   
 
Here is the link: 
 
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSe8zoUY_ZkoOVVtsGTfE0jfvYbamN5VVHJo7xjlCXEnbtnHAQ
/viewform 



 
Please know that your responses will remain anonymous.  Many thanks! 
 
Project #2:  Homelessness 
 
Hello Day families.  This is Kaylah, Taylor, and Julian from the Evergreen team and we are 
working on the issue of homelessness for our Generation Citizen project in Ms. Brennan's 
Social Studies class. We have connected with Empath of Boston and The Community Day 
Center of Waltham to learn how we can support them.  Empath is in need of the following 
items:  mops, brooms, dishwashing liquid, sponges, toilet bowl cleaner, and all purpose floor 
cleaner.  The Community Day Center needs:  travel size sunscreen, razors, travel size 
deodorant, women's underwear, men's underwear, socks.  Any items you can donate would be 
much appreciated.  Please send these items to school with your child to be dropped off in room 
317, Ms. Brennan's classroom.  If you have any questions, her email address is 
brennanka@newton.k12.ma.us.  Many thanks!   
 
SAVE THE DATE:  NEWTON CIVICS  NIGHT 
This year all of the Newton Middle Schools will be collaborating on a Newton Civics 
Night on May 28th from 6:30 p.m. – 8:00 p.m. at the American Legion Post 440 to 
display their Generation Citizens Projects. More information to follow. 
 
A NOTE TO 8th GRADE PARENTS FROM THE NPS TECHNOLOGY DEPT. 
1:1 Device Program at the High Schools 
As part of the Newton Public Schools effort to expand its 1:1 Device Pilot Program, 
starting next year all incoming students to the high school will receive a district issued 
Chromebook (Model: Lenovo 300e). A chromebook is a paired down laptop that allows 
students to access websites and web-based applications for completing schoolwork 
including but not limited to Schoology, Google Drive, and Aspen. The device will be 
part of the standard school-issued materials (similar to a textbook) needed for learning 
at the high schools. More information will be sent to current 8th grade families as we 
get closer to September including information regarding device handout, Chromebook 
Loan agreement, and an optional insurance policy covering loss or damage to the 
device. For now, we encourage you to visit NPS High School 1:1 Laptop Initiative 
website to learn more information. 
 
 
 
 
 



7th GRADE END OF YEAR TRIP 
This year the 7th grade team of teachers is excited to announce that the end of year trip 
for 7th graders on Monday, June 17th will be an all day excursion to Lake Pearl in 
Wrentham. There will be a BBQ lunch provided as part of the cost. Students will be 
able to engage in activities such as: swimming, can jam, giant jenga, giant checkers, 
corn hole, volleyball, badminton, horse shoes, soccer, football, Relax! Play! Have FUN!  
Information and permission slips will go home with students this week. 
 
SCHOOL COUNCIL PARENT FORUM 
Date:  May 16, 2019 
Location: Day Middle School Library 
Time:  6:45 – 8:30 p.m.  
 
The Day Middle School Parent Forum is an annual event co-sponsored by the Day 
School Council and PTO. This year the format will be small parent discussion groups 
with topics selected in advance based upon parent interest.   
 
Schedule for the Evening: 
6:45 – 7:10 p.m.:  Check- In and Overview of the Evening 
7:15 – 7:45 p.m.:  Session I 
7:45 – 8:00:  Transition and Light Refreshments 
8:00 – 8:30 p.m.:  Session II 
 
Each participant will be able to select TWO discussion sessions from the topic 
options below to participate in that evening.  The topics below were selected based 
upon the results of the recent school council survey. Please see the brief description of 
each topic before identifying your preferences for the evening.   
 
By following the link below, you can register for the parent forum.  You will be asked to 
rank order your preferred topics. We will do our best to assign you the two topics of 
your choosing.  You will receive your final discussion group assignment when you 
check in on the evening of the parent forum. Please follow the link below to register: 
 

https://forms.gle/FctGCPxQ3yo6ddTu6 
 
Discussion Group Topic Choices for the Parent Forum: 
 

Topics in Middle School Parenting: Advice and Guidance from Parents 
Who Have Walked in Your Shoes 



Veteran middle school parents who have experienced the transition from elementary 
to middle school and middle school to high school will lead this discussion group.  
They have guided their children through the challenges and joys of being a middle 
school parent from how to support your child with school work, to after school 
program recommendations and social media.  Join this group to share ideas and 
learn from other parents who have “been there” already.   

 
Creating Life-Long Readers 
The Day Literacy Coach and Reading Interventionist, Jessica Steel, will lead this 
discussion group. Ms. Steel will share her strategies for inspiring your child to 
engage in reading through their middle years and to develop a life-long passion for 
reading.   You will leave with strategies on how to foster your child’s literacy 
development from home and to simply enjoy literature and reading with your 
middle school child, as well as recommendations for how to find the “just right 
book”. 
 

 
Executive Functioning: Organizing Your Middle School Child 
6th grade teachers, Sam Genier and Andy Comings, will lead this discussion group. 
Ms. Genier and Mr. Comings participated in the Executive Functioning Pilot with 
Kristen Jacobsen, the guest speaker in a recent SEPAC event.  They will lead a 
discussion on the challenges that children face as the demand on their executive 
functioning skills increases in middle school.  You will leave with some concrete 
strategies for supporting your middle school student in organization, initiating tasks 
and time management.   
 
 
Topics in Middle School Health and Wellness: From Substance Abuse 
and Vaping to Human Sexuality and Mental Health 
In case you missed this presentation earlier in the year, Day Wellness Teachers, 
Howie Landau and Adam Lunin will lead a discussion and answer questions about 
mental health screenings at Day and substance abuse information including recent 
trends in adolescent use of vaping and other nicotine products.   
 
Parenting Your Middle School Child in the Age of Social Media 
Day Principal, Jackie Mann, will facilitate this discussion group along with parents  
and a student who has lived through the trials of social media madness at the middle 
level. We will discuss issues that middle school students face in navigating social 
media, and share some strategies for parents. 

 



FAMILY BOSTON BOWLING EVENT 
The 2nd Annual Boston Bowl Event co-sponsored by the Day PTO and Diversity Club is 
on Saturday, May 18th from 12:15 – 2:00 p.m.  Please use the link below to register for 
this fun, family event: 

 
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/day-middle-school-pizza-bowl-tickets-59342726693 

 
 
MIDDLE SCHOOL SPEECH TEAM 

You’re Invited to the 
Oak Hill/Brown/Day Middle School Speech Team’s  

Open House! 
There will be fun games, demonstrations and treats to introduce you to this great 

public speaking sport. 
Please join us on Wednesday, May 8th from 3:30 to 5:00 

in the Newton South HS Library - Everyone welcome!  
 
 
CITY OF NEWTON PROGRAMMING FOR PARENTS 
 
The City of Newton’s Department of Health and Human Services is sponsoring the 
following amazing programs for parents of teens: 
 
 

A Survival Guide to Parenting Teens 
Wednesday, May 1, 2019 

7pm 
Newton South Lecture Hall 

FREE tickets encouraged (click for Eventbrite) 
 
Ever wonder what your teen is thinking when they do certain things or act certain 
ways? Ever wonder how to approach touchy subjects? “A Survival Guide to Parenting 
Teens” will talk about all of these things and more. Joani Geltman, renowned expert on 
parent-teen relationships, talks about limit setting, drugs, sexting, and other risky 
behaviors and how to address them. We encourage you to come and experience Joani’s 
fun, dynamic way of explaining the adolescent brain. You will leave with new ideas and 
concrete strategies to help with your day-to-day experiences with your teen. 
 

Improbable Players present: “End of the Line” 



Tuesday May 14,  
7pm 

Newton North Little Theatre 
FREE tickets encouraged (Click for Eventbrite) 

 
 
We also wanted to let you know of an upcoming Improbable Players Performance on 
May 14th at 7pm. The Improbable Players are a group of individuals in recovery that use 
theater performances and workshops to address addiction, alcoholism, and the opioid 
epidemic. The “End of the Line” performance is all about how addiction of any kind 
starts and where it leads. All parents and any teens are welcome (children under 6th 
grade not advised). 
 
UPDATES FOR THE 8th GRADE TRIP TO D.C. 
 Roommate Requests and Forms:  A committee of 8th grade teachers, 
administration and guidance will begin putting together roommates for the 8th grade 
trip to Washington D.C. in the coming week. ALL FORMS WERE DUE BEFORE 
VACATION. If your child has not submitted the form, please have them do so 
immediately.  Also, please explain to your child that as we put together the puzzle of 
combining students in rooms, we can only guarantee that each child is with one person 
they requested.  Students are not putting together their rooming assignments. The 
purpose of the form, as the cover letter indicated, was just to elicit student preferences.   
 
 Medical Forms and Consent Forms:  These forms were due to school by this 
past Friday. If you have not done so already, please send them in to your child’s 
homeroom teacher immediately.  Any doctor signature for over the counter or 
prescription medication needs to accompany the form. ALSO any dietary needs or 
allergies should also be listed.  Medications will be collected closer to the trip 
departure. 
 
 Parent Information Session:  We will be holding an information 
session for parents of students attending the trip to Washington D.C. on 
Tuesday, May 14th at 7:00 p.m. in the Day Auditorium. We will review a final 
packing list, the itinerary and answer any questions. 
 
 Student Information Sessions:  We will be holding information sessions for 
both students staying at school and for students attending the D.C. trip on May 22, 
2019 during the 8th grade community block to review the itinerary and expectations for 
students. 
 



 Late Requests to Attend the D.C. Trip:  There are still a few spaces available 
for students wanting to enroll on the trip to D.C.  If your child is interested in 
attending, please email me or one of the 8th grade guidance counselors, Ms. Bryant or 
Mr. Thompson. Payment would be due in full at registration. 
 
 Plan for 8th Graders Not Traveling to D.C.:  A committee of 8th grade 
teachers who are not traveling to D.C. have been planning a fun and engaging itinerary 
of events for 8th grade students who will be at school and not attending the D.C. Trip. 
An email will go out to parents of this group of students with details of the field trips 
and events planned at Day for 8th graders staying that week. 
 
8th GRADE MOVING UP CEREMONY 
We are currently working with the district on developing the capacity to live stream our 
8th grade Moving Up Ceremony this year. This would mean that in addition to seating 
in the gym, we would be able to accommodate family members in the air-conditioned 
auditorium where the event would be live streamed. I will confirm whether we will be 
able to do so, and then send out more definite information about ticketing for the June 
18th event within the next week. 
 
SPRING SPORTS 
The F.A. Day Middle School web site has been updated and now includes email 
addresses for the coaches of spring sports. More information about spring sports sign 
up and student information sessions will be shared on the web site following the link 
below, as well as via Twitter and this newsletter. 
 
Here is the web site link: 
 
https://sites.google.com/newton.k12.ma.us/eee/athletics-general-information 
 
The Twitter sites are: 
 
@JMannNPS 
@FADayAthletics 
 
MCAS DATES 
Please see the dates below for the remaining spring 2019 MCAS: 
 
May 6 -7:  Grade 6 Math 
May 8 -9:  Grade 7 Math 



May 10 and 13:  Grade 8 Math 
 
May 16-17:  Grade 8 Science, Technology and Engineering 
 
YEARBOOK ORDERS 
 
The Day Middle School yearbooks can be ordered online at: 
 
www.yearbookordercenter.com 
 
Use the School Code: 6669 
 
The cost of the yearbooks is $29 until January 31st, and after that date, the cost 
increases to $35.  There will be a limited number of yearbooks available for purchase 
the last week of school. If your family is in need of financial assistance, please do not 
hesitate to contact the guidance office. 

WASHINGTON D.C. SCHOLARSHIP FUND 

The PTO is still looking for donations to our Washington D.C. Trip Scholarship Fund. 
Please consider making a donation by following the link below: 

https://www.paypal.com/cgi-bin/webscr?cmd=_s-
xclick&hosted_button_id=LJZ9C5R2V8XSG&source=url 
 

(If you have trouble accessing the Paypal link above, cut and paste the link into a 
different browser or contact the Day PTO directly. 

LAST WEEK OF SCHOOL EVENTS 
Many of you have reached out to me about the last day of school and the events of the 
last week of school in order to plan for summer camps and vacations.  With this past 
week’s snow day, the last day of school is now June 18th.  This will remain the last 
day provided that there are no further snow days.  
 
Here is more information about the last week of school: 

• We have scheduled the 6th and 7th grade end of year day trips for Monday, June 
17th.  There will be more information on those day trips as we get closer to the 
date.  

• The 8th grade overnight trip to Washington, D.C. is June 11th through June 14th.   



• A group of 8th grade teachers are currently planning events for June 11th through 
June 14th for the students not attending the trip to Washington D.C. More 
information on that will follow.   

• The 8th grade Moving Up Ceremony is now scheduled for the last day of school, 
Tuesday, June 18th. It is also an early release day and dismissal will be at 11:30 
a.m. 

 
I hope this helps a bit with future planning for families. Please let me know if you have 
any questions. 
 
TWITTER 
For last minute notices of after school activities and pictures of our daily events at Day, 
follow me on Twitter: @JMannNPS or @DayDragons 
 
SAVE THE DATE:  
Note: I have added the major dates through the end of the year for those 
who like to plan ahead. Please know that this is not inclusive of all dates 
on our calendar, and I will update this as more are added. 
 
You can also access the school calendar on our web site by following the 
link below: 
 
https://www.newton.k12.ma.us/Page/2580 
 
May 6-7, 2019:  6th Grade Math MCAS 
 
May 8-9, 2019:  7th Grade Math MCAS 
 
May 8, 2019:  Day School Council at 3:00 p.m. 
 
May 10 and 13, 2019:  8th Grade Math MCAS 
 
May 16, 2019:  School Council Parent Forum at 7:00 p.m. 
 
May 16-17, 2019:  8th Grade Science, Technology and Engineering MCAS 
 
May 18, 2019:  Day Families at Boston Bowl  
 
May 22, 2019:  Principal Coffee at 8 a.m. 
 



May 23, 2019:  Band and Jazz Band Spring Concert at 7:00 p.m. 
 
May 27, 2019:  NO SCHOOL Memorial Day Holiday 
 
May 28, 2019:  Newton Civics Night 6:30 – 8:00 p.m.  
 
May 30, 3019:  Orchestra Spring Concert at 7:00 p.m. 
 
June 5, 2019:  Day School Council at 6:00 p.m. 
 
June 7, 2019:  Art Show 
 
June 7, 2019:  Early Release for grades 6 and 7 (dismissal at 11:30 a.m.),  

Step Up Day for Grade 8 and incoming 6th graders  
 
June 7,2019:  Spring Choral Concert at 7:00 p.m. 
 
June 11-14, 2019:  8th Grade Trip to Washington D.C. 
 
June 17, 2019:  6th and 7th grade End of Year Trips 
 
June 18, 2019: Last Day of School – Early Release at 11:30 a.m.  No Lunch Served 
 
June 18, 2019:  8th Grade Moving Up Ceremony  
 
All the best, 
 
Jackie Mann 
F. A. Day Principal 
jacqueline_mann@newton.k12.ma.us 
(617) 559-9100 
 
 
 


